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Ron Browning demonstrates combination Peppermill/Saltshaker 
Ron Browning, club member and resident of 
Oviedo, demonstrated the turning of a com-
bination peppermill and saltshaker at our 
July meeting.  Because the work is so com-
plex, he presented portions of the turning 
operation and talked about several steps 

without ac-
tually doing 
the turning.   
 
The crush 
and grind 
m e c h a -
nisms com-
monly used 
inside of a 

peppermill do 
not allow in-
cluding a 
sa l t shaker .  

But Ron recently found a crush and grind 
mechanism that does not have a shaft, 
thereby allowing for the accommodation of a 
salt shaker.   
 
Ron’s demonstration consisted of about eight 
subsections.  The first was wood selection 
and parting of the turned cylinder into 4 
parts.  He recommends starting with a 3-inch 
square in section, by about 12 inches long.  
After turning to round, the piece is parted into 
4 pieces; a 1-inch piece needed for final 

placing of the grinding mechanism, and three 
sections of 3 inches, 5 inches, and another 
one of 3 inches.  These become the bottom, 
center, and top sections of the grinder/
shaker, respectively.   
 
The bottom sec-
tion is turned 
first, followed by 
the middle sec-
tion, and then 
the top section.  
The maneuvers 
for turning these 
three sections 
are too intricate 
to repeat here.  
But they can be 
found in the 
handouts pro-
vided by Ron or gotten from him by email.   
 
After the three sections are finished, they are 
assembled, placed onto the lathe and the 
bottom section and the middle section are 
shaped to final form.  Then the top section is 
finished by locating and drilling small holes to 
allow the salt to pass. 
 
And finally, the last subsection of the work is 
to place the grinding mechanism into the 
piece.   

 
 

Figure 2 - Samples of combination 
peppermill and saltshaker turned by 
Ron.   

Figure 1 -  Ron Browning beginning his 
demonstration of a combination pepper-
mill and saltshaker. 



Show & Tell—July 09 

Bill Smith 
Ornament of cypress and cedar.  
Finished with lacquer and spray 
green paint 

Bill Smith 
Lidded vessel 
of palm and 
walnut.  Fin-
ished with 
cor top coat 

Harvey 
Driver 
Lamp make 
of camphor 
and finished 
with My-
lands Fric-
tion Polish 

Kevin O’Brien 
Natural-edge bowl made of pecan 
and finished with lacquer 

Phil Gold 
Peppermill made of satine and fin-
ished with Myland’s High Build 

Kevin O’Brien 
Natural-edge bowl made of 
pecan and finished with lac-
quer 
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