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Segmented Bowl Presented by Donald Bell

Although not the demonstrator for the night, Mr.
Donald Bell of England sort of stole the spotlight
of the November meeting with a segmented bowl
that he presented as part of Show & Tell. He was
accompanied by his wife Joy, whose work you
can see in this month’s show-and-tell.

Paraphrasing an article Mr. Bell wrote for his club
newsletter, so imaginative titled Newsletter, Mid-
dlesex Woodturners Association, he stated

\//

that he starts with two square bowl blanks, one
dark and one light. Use the bandsaw to cut each
blank into two large wedges. A jig may be
needed here. Donald uses a 'bookend’ jig made
from MDF joined exactly at right angles. The
block is then secured to the vertical portion of the
MDF with screws at two of the corners, corre-
sponding to the thick end of one of the wedges.
The horizontal leg of the MDF is then clamped to
the miter fence of the bandsaw which is set at
about 15 degrees, and the whole assembly
passed through the bandsaw to create the pair of
wedges.

One of the blanks should be sawn with the grain
vertical and the other blank with the grain hori-
zontal. If necessary, sand each face of the
wedges sufficiently smooth for a glue joint.

Reassemble each blank, just as it came off the
bandsaw, and put the two blanks together. The
whole assembly is now like a brick, with each pair
of opposite faces parallel and the bandsaw cuts
also parallel. Take the rightmost pair of wedges,
and rotate them toward you so that the edge
which was on the top is now at the front.

Next, without changing the orientation of any
pieces, exchange the second and third wedges
and squeeze all the pieces together. The order
of the colors is now dark-light-dark-light. And, the
leftmost face is still parallel to the rightmost face,
though the other four faces are distinctly irregular.

Glue the four wedges together. Your will find that
the wedges are difficult to clamp together be-
cause the glue is slippery. The wedges can be
cross clamped, or a hole can be drilled through
one corner of each block and a long bolt, or
dowel rod, used to hold the wedges together
while the glue is setting.

Once you have cut into all four layers, and the
resulting ovals look good, stop hollowing. You
are near the bottom of the block.



Show & Tell-November 09

Jim Schroeer
Tops, yo-yos, and bottle stoppers made

Victor Peters from corian. No finished applied.

A four-chamber box made
from maple. Finished with
boiled linseed oil and fast-dry

spray enamel. Gene Combs

A bell spray
made from elm
wood and fin-
. ished with lac-

Dave Barriger
A natural-
edge bowl
made from
willow burl,
and finished
with lacquer.
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Gene Combs Bill Smith
A bowl made from spalled elm and fin- A covered bowl made from oak
ished with lacquer. and finished with oil poly.
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