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Harvey Driver Demonstrates Three-part Holiday Ornament

Club Member Harvey Driver stepped up to the
lathe for the September meeting and showed
club members how to turn a three-part Christ-
mas-tree ornament. This demonstration is one
of a series showing the turning of Christmas-
tree ornaments.

Harvey suggests starting with a 4-in long wood
piece with a cross section of 2.5 inches on the
sides. The
block is turned
to round, and a
1 7/8-inch tenon
placed on one
end.

At this point, the

general shape
should be de-
~ termined  and
guide lines

placed unto the
piece. This includes the marking of the center
line of the ornament.

Next, rough cut the shape of the ornament, af-
ter which a Forstner bit is used in the tailstock
to start an entry hole for hollowing.

Now bring the ornament to near-final shape
using a scraper followed by sandpaper.

Here begins the hollowing of the ornament.
This is done with your favorite hollowing tools
and, of course, the caliper.

Once finished with the inside, clean up around
the entrance hole and bring the top hole to the
desired size. Now sand the ornament down to
320 grit, or even to 600 grit.

Complete the body of the ornament by mount-
ing a 5/8-inch Forstner bit in the tailstock, and
running it through the entry hole to the bottom
of the hollowed ornament.  Continue drilling
slowly through the bottom until the body of the
ornament drops off unto the drill bit.

With the body of the ornament finished, it is
now time to turn the finials. Use a spindle of 6
inches for the long bottom finial and a spindle
of 3 inches for the top finial. On the longest
spindle, turn a 3/4-inch diameter tenon. Place
the spindle in the chuck and turn the finial ac-
cording to your fancy.

Repeat the process for the short finial.
Now glue the ornament body, long spindle, and

small spindle together to produce the finished
ornament.
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