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Makmg of Bul'lerfly Bowls Demonstrated by Gene Gross

Club member Gene Gross presented the demon-
stration for the April meeting. His topic was the
making of butterfly bowls, so called because of
the geometry of the completed bowl. Two of his
finished products are shown in the photos on this

page.

Start with a log about a foot
long. The ‘trick’ to producing
the butterfly shape is the
mounting of the log. The log | |
is mounted on the lathe, not L..
in the usual manner of hav- HI\,‘

ing the longitudinal axis go- fid !
ing from pivot to pivot, but
with the longitudinal axis
mounted at right angle to the §
pivots. This setup causes a
large circular momentum
and can be prone to create
'flying logs,’ as occurred in the demonstration.

Start by drill-
ing two shal-
low holes on
the circumfer-
ence of the
log, halfway
between the two end of the log. These holes are
to be used to seat the pivots. Then mount the
piece using cup centers, not point centers. The
latter will have a high probability of causing the
piece to come loose on the lathe.

Now, with both pivots in tact, start turning the in-
side of the bowl, leaving a 2-inch tenon at the
center beneath the tail pivot. After finishing the

inside, take the piece off of the lathe, rotate it and
place it on the drive stock using the tenon previ-
ously turned.

Start cutting on the outside
top of the bowl. If the bot-
| tom of the bowl is turned
first you will lose structural
support.

The problem now becomes
¥ that of thinning the wall of

% the bowl without causing
& failure. Use a tool for

| measuring the wall thick-
ness.

The wall thickness

should be
constant
throughout.

After  the

walls are |
finished,'
rotate the bowl on the head stock and remove
the tenon in the middle of the bowl. The butterfly
bowl, after finishing, should look similar to those
shown in the photos.
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