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Michael Mode Turns Bowl from One Piece of Lumber

Expert turner Michael Mode, from New Haven,
Vermont, showed the Club how to glue up and
turn a stacked bowl from one small piece of lum-
ber. The demonstration was presented at the
Club’s meeting on 18 February.

The demonstration
was done with
only one board of
consistent  grain.
The bowls shown
on this page in-
volved several
different  woods
glued into one
board.

The idea is to take
one board which is
then cut into two
pieces. Plane
them and join
them to your satis-
faction (that s,
somewhere  be-
tween sloppy and per-

fection). Half rings are cuts from the two pieces
and butt glued, thereby producing rings. The
rings, which are of different diameters are then
stacked and glue to form the glued up bowl.

The first step is to draw a representation of the

side view of the bowl. This is done by placing the
board edge on
paper and trac-
ing around the
board, giving two
parallel lines
separated by the
thickness of the
board. This
drawing actually
represents a side
view of the bot-
tom ring of the final glued-up bowl. Continue by
drawing more parallel lines separated by the
width of the board, or more rings.

Once the rings have been drawn, lay off the ra-
dius (half the diameter) on the left side of the bot-
tom ring.
From the
right edge of
the  bottom

radius, con-
struct a line
to the right,

uppermost
ring. The line
just con-
structed
represents
the profile of
the bowl.

Continued on Page 2
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